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Synopsis

Become an eyewitness to the history of cash and coin and get an up-close look at currency with DK
Eyewitness Books: Money.From the earliest forms of money to the intricate banking systems we
have today, currency has been around for millennia, whether made from stones and shells to the
coins and paper we see today. This guide details various types of currency from both the past and
present, from the sea salt money of Ethiopia to the modern Euro. Discover where the term piggy
bank came from, why Ancient Greeks put coins in the mouths of dead people, and how coins and
banknotes are made today.Available for the first time in paperback and full of stunning, real-life
photography of rare coins and unique currency, DK Eyewitness Books: Money is an exciting look at
the diverse world of money.Each revised Eyewitness book retains the stunning artwork and
photography from the groundbreaking original series, but the text has been reduced and reworked
to speak more clearly to younger readers. Still on every colorful page: vibrant annotated
photographs and the integrated text-and-pictures approach that makes Eyewitness a perennial
favorite of parents, teachers, and school-age kids.Awards:8-time National Council for the Social
Studies Award Winner4-time Society for School Librarians International Social Studies Trade Book
Award Winner2-time Oppenheim Toy Portfolio Gold Book Award WinnerA Parents’ Choice Award
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Customer Reviews

"The earliest reports of payments with cowrie shells were from China about 3,500 years ago."The
first thing | noticed on the first page was the heart-shaped English brass halfpenny token from 1665.
I've seen a lot of coins, but had no idea that they could be in so many shapes. From the Ancient
Chinese bronze hoe-shaped coin of the 6th century to the square Indian gold mohur of the 17th
century, there is a coin for every taste and collection.There is information on funny money, the first
coins, paper money, how coins are made, how banknotes are made, forgery and fakes, money and
trade, money in war, power, shared currencies, checks and plastic and coin collections. The
countries features include ancient cultures, France, Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, Italy, Spain,
Portugal, Greece, Turkey, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, United Kingdom, United States of
America, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, China, Japan and African countries."The name for a
piggy bank comes from pygg, a type of clay used in Middle Ages to make pots for money and other
thing. The idea to make banks in the shape of pigs probably came from the similarity of the words."If
we could still pay with shells, many of us would probably spend a lot more time at the beach. Some
of the most fascinating "money" in this book includes red feathers glued together and tied onto
vegetable-fiber coils. Writing a check on a cow? That has tobe the strangest thing I've heard about
money.This book has the most bizarre tales about money and also has a special section on coin

collecting, how to store them and why you should note store them in a plastic envelope.

Wow! This book is crammed pack with facts on money, new and old plus hundreds of photos. So
what do you want to know?Money can be many different things, not just bills, coins and cards like
many of us are used to today. How about some money made from feathers? Maybe a bar of rock
salt would serve you better?The first known coins were made in what is now Turkey, around 7 B.C.
The first paper money came from the Chinese in the 11th century. Four pages are dedicated to
showing how coins and banknotes are made - totally fascinating. Of course you can’t learn about
how they are made without learning about forgeries and fakes!The power of money - is it really the
root of all evil? Where there is crime there is money! Have you ever seen a million dollars? You will
in this book! What a shame we just can't lift it out of the picture?!Despite the fact that much of
Europe is now using one currency, the Euro, this book details the old currencies of the following
countries each on a double page spread. Great for historical as well as informational purposes. The
countries are as follows:France * Germany * Netherlands and Belgium * Italy * Spain and Portugal *
Sweden and FinlandDid you know that Sweden issued Europe’s first paper money? Not only that, it

has the biggest coins ever made!Countries written about with their own individual currencies on a



double page spread are:Greece and Turkey * Denmark and Norway * United Kingdom * U.S.A. *
Canada * Australia and New Zealand * China and Japan * Africa (North, East, South, West)As you
can see from the lists above, not all countries are represented BUT it is a great selection.A couple

pages are dedicated to checks and plastic, including traveler's check.
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